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This fall has been filled with exciting events at Blythwood. From virtual games
nights, Halloween fun and jingle bells runs, Blythwood has been buzzing with
activity. Thank you to all families for your ongoing support of Blythwood and to
our Principal, Ms Farrell, our administration team and all of the teachers for
making the experience at Blythwood this past few months a caring, safe and fun
place to learn.

Recently it was announced that Ms. Farrell is transferring to Cosburn Middle
School effective January 3, 2022. On behalf of the parents of Blythwood, we
would like to take this opportunity to thank Ms. Farrell for her ongoing dedication
to Blythwood guiding the instructional program to align with the Toronto District
School Board’s equity, achievement and well-being goals through very challenging
times during covid. We wish Ms. Farrell all the best as she embarks on this new
journey.

Replacing Ms. Farrell in January will be Ms. Romina Barone-Pace. On behalf of
the parents of Blythwood, we would like to give a very warm welcome to our new
principal, Ms. Barone-Pace, who is an experienced administrator with extensive
experience building partnerships with community agencies and known for her
communication with the school community. We are fortunate to welcome Ms.
Barone-Pace and look forward to new beginnings in 2022 at Blythwood!

Congratulations New Parent Council Members
In October we held our first PSC/A General meeting of the year, where we elected
new Executive members for the Parent Council, as well as welcoming some new
Committee heads.  Congratulations and welcome to the new members:

PSC/A Executive Members (elected):



Volunteer Coordinator: Caroline Mandell

PSC/A Committee Heads:
Acorn Cards: Laura Quinn
Social Media Coordinator: Andrea Reid

Also thank you to Mr. Rampersad who has taken on the role as the PSC/A Staff
Representative again this year.

A special thank you to the individuals who held the positions prior for their
tremendous efforts as Parent Council representatives, supporting both the parent
community and the school.  Parent volunteers have a huge impact on making
Blythwood the special school that it is and we thank you for your dedication.

Volunteer Coordinator: Jen Poulimenakos
Acorn Cards: Caroline Mandell

Please reach out to us if you would like more information about our activities, or if
you would like to become involved.  We also encourage you to visit our PSC/A
website frequently for the most up-to-date information regarding the many
activities and programs that are running at our school. www.blythwoodschool.com

Halloween Fun & Trivia Night
On Thursday, October 28, we held our annual Halloween Family Trivia Night with
over 50 families attending. It was a fun filled evening full of games, prizes and
costumes. Thank you to our School Support team, Tammy Neal & Atenor Paris for
putting together a ‘spooktacular’ evening and all of the families who joined
bringing the Blythwood community together. The following day, on Friday,
October 29, we were able to welcome back our much anticipated Halloween
‘Parade’ with children wearing their costumes to school giving parents and
students the chance to enjoy the costumes and music extravaganza at morning drop
off. A great example of how parents, teachers and the administration have come
together to creatively find ways to keep the fun going at Blythwood even during
restricted covid times!

http://www.blythwoodschool.com


Acorn Art
Each year, the Parent Council partners with our Blythwood staff to run the popular
Acorn Art annual fundraiser. This is an engaging joint project where students
create unique art in class with their teacher, which can be ordered by parents in
various mediums (calendars, cards, placemats etc) to enjoy at home. The
fundraising goes directly back to our school to support enrichment activities for all
students at Blythwood. Thank you to all who supported this initiative with over
$1,500 raised for the school and to our Acorn Art Coordinator, Laura Quinn for
organizing this much loved activity for the school. We hope you are enjoying the
masterpiece/s!

New Circles
The New Circles clothing drive was another big success and the support from our
school community was greatly appreciated. New Circles relies on these donations
to help their clients stay warm and to allow children to have the proper clothing for
the winter months. Thank you Blythwood families for your generous donations and
to our Community Outreach chair, Julia Williamson who organized the clothing
drive and handled the transport and drop off of multiple bags of warm clothing to
New Circles!



Toronto Miracle Day
On Friday, December 2, Blythwood participated in Toronto Miracle Day which
brings together all 140 neighbourhoods to collect 250,000 pounds of food in one
day. Together, the Blythwood community collected a van full of non-perishable
food items for donation! Thank you to all families who brought in non-perishable
food items in support of Toronto Miracle Day and to our community outreach
chair, Julia Williamson for organizing this important event and coordinating the
delivery for Blythwood.

Jingle Bells Run
Our first ever Jingle Bells Holiday Fundraising Run, held on Friday, December 2
was a huge success raising $10,000 for Blythwood enrichment programs. In
addition to this, two of our corporate sponsors made a large last minute donation of
$8,000 in gift cards to Sunny View to further support our event which was
distributed amongst the families of Sunny View in time for the holiday season.
Thus bringing the grand total to $18 000 raised!! Well done Blythwood and thank
you for your generous donations and support of this event. The students had a great
time jingling their way around the school! Also a special thank you to our
Fundraising Director, Lee Koutsaris for organizing this incredible event supporting
both Blythwood and Sunny View.



Mabel’s Labels
The Parent Council teamed up with Mabel’s Labels this fall to offer personalized
labels for order with a portion of the proceeds being donated back to Blythwood.
Our designated school link will continue to be available to parents for ordering
throughout the school year at: https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/
Remember to list Blythwood as your home school.

Blythwood Spirit Wear
Blythwood Spirit Wear returned this fall and will continue to be available all year
for parents to order personalized spirit wear for their children at our designated
ordering website: https://blythwoodps.entripyshops.com. With many brands, styles
and items to choose from and free shipping directly to your home on orders over
$75, it is a great way to show your school spirit with 10% of your purchase being
donated back to the school to support specialized programs for your children.

Kiss and Ride
Our Kiss and Ride program has been running smoothly since its return in
November. Thank you to the parents who have volunteered their time for a shift
thus far. A reminder that each class will be assigned to a designated week during
the school year in which parents of that class are asked to help out. By sharing the
responsibility this means each parent in the school is asked to help out only one or
two mornings in the entire school year. It is a great way to meet other parents in
your child’s class, while keeping our children safe. Please stay tuned for your
assigned weeks and speak with your class parents to ensure you have signed up for
a shift.

https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/
https://blythwoodps.entripyshops.com


Blythwood Grade 7 & 8 Extension Evaluation
In September the Blythwood Extension committee was formed to explore the
possibility of extending Blythwood to include Grades 7 & 8. In order to be
considered by the TDSB and embark on a formal board driven evaluation and
viability study, Blythwood was required to conduct a parent feedback survey. In
November the Parent Council sent out a survey to all Blythwood families and the
results were overwhelmingly in favour of extending Blythwood to grade 7 &8,
with a 95% positive response rate and full parent participation. As a result the
Blythwood Extension Committee has been busily preparing a proposal to be
submitted to the TDSB in January requesting that Blythwood be formally
evaluated by the TDSB for a grade 7&8 extension. The Parent Council will be
informed on the board’s decision by the spring and will update the Blythwood
community at this time.

Upcoming Events

1. Tuesday, February 22, 2022 @ 7pm. Virtual PSC/A General Meeting
2. Kiss and Ride: Check your assigned week by class.
3. Blythwood Spirit Wear: https://blythwoodps.entripyshops.com
4. Mabels Labels: https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/
5. Valentines Day Virtual Bingo: Thursday February 10, 2022
6. Valentines Day “Hug-O-Grams”: February 11, 2022
7. Blythwood Virtual Book Fair: TBD

https://blythwoodps.entripyshops.com
https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/


Wishing all Blythwood families a very happy and joyous holiday season!

Warmest Regards,

Christina Caney & Kristy Luciani
Co-Chairs, Blythwood PSA/C


