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The start of 2021 was met with challenges as we moved back into six weeks of
virtual learning. In March we marked the one-year anniversary since the beginning
of the pandemic, a tough reminder of the challenges the world has faced and
continues to work through. The one thing that has remained constant however, has
been the unwavering dedication of the teachers, Ms. Farrell, the staff and the
parents of Blythwood in supporting our children and the continuity of their
education.

The abilities of our teachers to pivot so quickly between in-person and online
learning, adapt to changing policies and processes and altering their approach to
teaching has truly been remarkable. The teachers have constantly found ways to
engage our children virtually from interesting field trips, team teaching, unique
projects and engaging parent volunteers to read stories to the children, donate
virtual experiences and provide input. It has truly been a team effort, with Ms.
Farrell and the teachers leading the charge and in true Blythwood form, the parents
coming together to contribute to our children’s educational experience. This
teamwork is something we can all be proud of and will continue to be a positive
force during a time of turmoil.

Thank you to all families for your ongoing support of Blythwood and to our
Principal, Ms. Farrell, our administration team and all of the teachers for making
the experience at Blythwood a caring, safe and fun place to learn.

Valentine’s Day -Virtual Trip to the Museum

The first ever virtual Valentine’s Day Field Trip & Game Night was held on
Thursday, February 11. Blythwood students and their families took a virtual trip
together to the Smithsonian National Museum and participated in some Valentine’s



day fun with the Blythwood community. Thank you to our School Support team,
Atenor Paris and Julia Williamson, for organizing this eventful evening for the
school community.

Virtual Book Fair

This year’s book fair was a huge success and raised extra funding for the school
library! We hope your children are enjoying their new books and thank you for
your support. Also, a huge thank you to Alysa Kim who led this important
initiative and kept the tradition going by moving to a virtual book fair this year.
Thank you as well to the class parents for coordinating the distribution of books.

Virtual Photo Contest

We had so many fun submissions for our first ever photo contest! Congratulations
to our winners and thank you to all participants!

1. Pirate Puppy - Grace Karanicolas (Mr. Rampersad’s class)
2. Max the Puppy - Lucas and Oliver Harris (Ms. D’Angelo’s class & Ms.

Lucas’ class)
3. Animal Stuffies Riding in the Convertible - Ipek Kaya (Ms. Stants class)

Kiss & Ride: A team effort!

The Kiss and Ride program has taken on a new, successful format this year which
has every parent in the school volunteering during the designated weeks for their
child’s class. A huge thank you to all of our parents who have already volunteered



to keep this essential service running at Blythwood. We are asking for all parents in
the school to sign up for one shift to share the responsibility. Please speak with
your class parent to ensure you have signed up for a shift during your scheduled
week. Thank you in advance for your participation and to Takako Tsuji, for
organizing and leading the program.

Parent Council Elections

Parent volunteers have a huge impact on making Blythwood the special school that
it is. At the end of each school year different Executive positions on the Parent
Council come up for election. The following positions are open, however with
strong interest. If you are interested in volunteering for any of these positions and
would like more information please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Jen
Poulimenakos, jpoulimenakos@hotmail.com. Don’t forget to attend the final
General Council meeting of the year in June to place your vote.

PSC/A Executive Member Open Positions:
Co-Chairs (x2)
Secretary
PSA Treasurer
PSC Treasurer

UPCOMING EVENTS

1. Family Trivia Night -April 28; Virtual at 6:00pm
2. Kiss N Ride -Please check your class schedule and sign-up genius
3. General (PSA/C) Meeting: Wednesday, June 9; Virtual at 7:00pm
4. Teacher Appreciation Day - May 21
5. Sunny View Gift Card Drive -May/June

Wishing all Blythwood families health and happiness this spring.

Warmest Regards,

Andrea Reid & Kristy Luciani
Co-Chairs, PSA/C
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