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The first half of the school year is almost complete and as we welcome the 
holiday season, we want to reflect on all of the wonderful things that happened 
at Blythwood this fall.  
 
The PSC/PSA will now be releasing four newsletters per year (September; 
October-December; January-March; April-June).  “The Parent School Council 
Chronicles” will be posted on the PSC/A website for your review.  Please visit 
http://blythwoodschool.com/school-council/newsletters/ to read about highlights 
and upcoming PSC/A-led events and initiatives.  

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Halloween Bingo was once again a howling success, bringing together many 
Blythwood families for a fun night filled with tricks, treats and Bingo! Thank 
you to our School Support co-chairs Christine MacDonald and Colleen Yoo 
for organizing this successful evening as well as all of the volunteers who made 
it possible.  There will be a Valentine-themed Bingo Night in February.  
 
Thank you to Karin Kolb for keeping Blythwood beautiful with your custom 
designed urns that change with the seasons. 
 
The 2019/2020 PSC/PSA Budgets were approved at the PSC/PSA General 
Meeting at the end of October.  We are so excited for all of the fun, engaging 
community events and programs that we have planned for the year and 
encourage you to review the budget to understand in detail where all of the 
PSC/PSA funds are dedicated and what is planned to enrich the learning 
experience of our children.  
 
 

http://blythwoodschool.com/school-council/newsletters/


CLASS PARENTS 
 
The Class Parents have been quite busy this fall coordinating classes, parent 
socials, pizza lunch, scientist in the school sign ups, holiday parties and more. 
Thank you to all Class Parents for your time and enthusiasm and to Colleen 
Yoo and Christine MacDonald for the ongoing coordination. 

KISS N RIDE 
 
The Kiss N Ride team is hard at work and each morning greets our children and 
coordinates their drop off to ensure a safe arrival.  Thank you Julie Werry, 
Jessica Booth, Branka Jokic, Leanne James, Sangita Jaggi, Daniela Zen, 
Paula Wood, Brock McGinnis, Patricia Carr and Brian Stemmle for your 
dedication in keeping our children safe.  A reminder to all parents to review the 
traffic flow and safety guidelines.  There were numerous incidents this fall, 
especially in the snowy conditions with instances of dangerous driving and 
unsafe practices dropping children off at the school.  The safety of our children 
is more important than anything else.  We urge you to be patient and drive with 
care around the school and follow the guidelines to avoid accidents.  
 
AFTER4  
 
The Fall After4 program wrapped up in December with great success! There 
were 8 classes running from October to early December with approximately 100 
kids signed up.  We are looking forward to another exciting Winter After4 
session in 2020.  The Winter programs start on Tuesday, January 14 and run 
through until Thursday, March 12.  Thank you again for the After4 Committee 
for their tireless efforts sourcing, launching and facilitating these amazing 
programs throughout the school year: Julie Bredin Hartman, Christy 
Sulkowski, Julie Coleman, Shannon Crowder, Julie Kingsley, Melissa 
Benum, Jill Patterson, Julie Werry and Caren Thomas. 

PIZZA LUNCH 
 
Our Pizza Lunch Committee has worked hard to make sure pizza lunches run 
smoothly, especially with the move to the gym. Thank you to Committee 
Members for your ongoing efforts: Jessica Booth, Martha Kerr-McNally, 
Julie Coleman, Catherine LeBel, Becky Greenhouse, Tricia Madill, Kathy 



Derakhshesh, Lina Chan, Allison Chang and Lorena Martinez and all 
occasional volunteers. 
 
SCHOOL SPIRIT 
 
We are pleased to officially announce our recently elected Fundraising 
Directors;  Julie Coleman and Melissa Benum will share the role as 
Fundraising Co-Directors.  They have an array of school spirit events planned 
for the year that kicked off with the highly successful launch of the new school 
spirit shirts that you have seen in the hallways on over 200 of our students, 
teachers and parents.  
 
The Family Dance held in November was a night to remember with over 150 
students participating in an evening full of dancing, games, silent auctions, bake 
sales and more.  The funds raised from these efforts will be used towards school 
display improvements in the front entrance of the school and outside of the 
office.  The new display boards will be easily interchangeable and provide a 
place for information and to showcase our children’s work.  Thank you to 
Melissa Benum, Julie Coleman and the team of volunteers for organizing this 
incredibly successful event, and the coordination of the amazing spirit wear 
shirts:  Catherine Lebel, Christy Sulkowski, Shannon Crowder, Erica 
Sloane, Lorene Casiez, Paveen Tagger, Dora Abraham, Hannah Crowe and 
Mr. Nikita.  Please stay tuned in the new year for more School Spirit events, 
including our annual Blythwood/Sunny View Car Wash. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
The Community Outreach Committee led by Lauren Purkis has been 
extremely busy this fall planning and coordinating outreach programs for our 
children to participate in and make an impact in the community.  In November, 
the Winter Clothing Drive “Share the Warmth,” which supports New Circles, a 
“not-for-profit, grassroots agency that builds strong and caring communities by 
providing basic necessities to those living in poverty,” was held.  A huge thank 
you to the very generous Blythwood community, Lauren Purkis, Julia 
Williamson and the community outreach team of volunteers who helped with 
this initiative.  Collectively Blythwood was able to donate 4 large bins of 
clothes (28 large bags), which included approximately 150 childrens coats, 
plenty of boots and other items which were all in high demand at New Circles - 
most taken home that same day!  If anyone has anything further items to donate, 
Bosley real estate office is accepting donations. 
 
The Shoe Box project that just wrapped up was a tremendous success with our 
‘Me to We’ students leading the efforts within the school and among their peers. 
In total, Blythwood donated 45 shoe boxes full of special gifts for homeless 
women.  Thank you for your generous donations in support of the Shoe Box 
project and to Lauren Purkis and the community outreach team who helped 
wrap the boxes, organize the items and deliver them to the shelter. 
 

 
 
ANAPHYLAXIS & ALLERGIES  
 
Thank you to Anne Guilfoyle and Kate Harrington who work closely with the 
school to support Blythwood’s anaphylaxis & allergies policies.  Your 
dedication to raising awareness and implementing the school policies to keep 
children safe is greatly appreciated. 



IT’S GALA TIME! 
May 1, 2020 Save the Date! 
 
The highly anticipated Blythwood Gala is coming up on May 1, 2020 with a 
“Havana Nights” theme.  This is a fun night to sizzle, shimmer, salsa and 
socialize with other Blythwood parents while raising much needed funds for our 
school through live and silent auctions. Proceeds will go towards building “21st 
Century Classrooms”.  
 
This year, the Gala will be holding an online silent auction in the days prior to 
Gala. The Gala team is currently looking for amazing items for the auction and 
welcomes parents to contact them with donations. Please visit 
http://blythwoodschool.com/gala/auctions-gala/  for the wish list and FAQs. 
Tickets go on sale in February.  For more information, go to 
www.blythwoodschool.com/gala or you can email 
blythwoodevents@gmail.com.  
 
GRADE 6 GRADUATION COMMITTEE 
 
We are still looking for 1 more Co-Chair for the Grade 6 Grad Committee for 
this year.  If you are interested, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator: 
Martha Kerr-McNally at marthaeakerr@gmail.com.  A huge thank you to 
Jill Garrett who has been leading the committee thus far and who has 
organized numerous activities in support of the Grade 6 student graduation 
activities, including the successful bake sale at the Fun Fair, Halloween Bingo 
and the Family Dance.  Thank you to the volunteers who helped out at the bake 
sales.  
 
VOLUNTEERS 
 
The PSC/PSA and all associated events/initiatives are run by parent volunteers. 
Please consider donating some of your time to a committee, event and/or an 
official position on the PSC/A Executive team.  In 2020 there will be a few 
Executive positions up for election, as well as committee leads that need 
volunteers, such as Fun Fair Committee Co-Chairs.  If you are interested in 
learning more about the Executive roles and/or committee roles, please contact 
our volunteer coordinator Martha Kerr-McNally at 
marthaeakerr@gmail.com 

http://blythwoodschool.com/gala/auctions-gala/


 
If you have any questions, comments and/or suggestions regarding the 
PSC/PSA and related events and initiatives, please feel free to contact either 
Andrea Reid at reid.andreaa@gmail.com and/or Kristy Luciani at 
kluciani@travelonly.com 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

1. Valentines Bingo Night; All kids and families welcome – February 11 @6:30pm in 
the Gym. 

2. General (PSA/C) Meeting: February 25, 7pm Library. 
3. Heroes Academy, Leadership Development:  February 6, 13 & 20 (JK/SK session, 

Grade 1-3 session, Grade 4-6 session) 
 
 
We wish you and your family a safe, happy and joyous holiday season. 
Happy New Year and we look forward to seeing you in 2020! 
 
Andrea Reid & Kristy Luciani 
PSC/A Co-Chairs 
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